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Connotation, Feature and Pathways of Building a National
Strategic Hinterland and Backup of Key Industries
for a New Era

Fan Zhihong Xiao Yao

Abstract: The construction of the strategic hinterland and backup of key industries represents
a strategic blueprint that safeguards the nation’ s long-term development and underpins the great
rejuvenation for realizing the Chinese Dream. This strategic concept traces its origins to regional
development initiatives such as the “156 Projects” and the “Third Front Construction” from the
early years. Under the background of new era, the construction of strategic hinterland serves as an
important step to explore diversified technological breakthroughs in the competition of uncharted
territories and prevent strategic mistakes caused by locking into a single or partial development path.
By reviewing the historical evolution of the strategic hinterland, analyzing its new characteristics
under the requirements of the information industry revolution, strategic hinterlands must transcend
traditional notions of geography and economics, outdated perceptions of being passive recipients of
development, and three-dimensional spatial limitations. Instead, it should be “uncharted territories”
for scientific exploration, a core region that embodies new development concepts, and a network
hub that concentrate resource flows within virtual spaces.

Keywords: new development paradigm; national strategic hinterland; backup of key

industries; informationization
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