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Research on Modernizing the Governance of Megacities:
Challenges, Exploration, and Pathways

CAO Ying

[Abstract] As crucial central cities in China, megacities face challenges such as population
concentration and mobility, urban uncertainties, complex public demands, and rapid development of new
productive forces, necessitating an update to their governance models. In exploring new pathways to
modernize megacity governance, cities like Beijing, Shanghai, Shenzhen, and Wuhan have set exemplary
models by vigorously developing new productive forces, comprehensively advancing resilient city
construction, accelerating smart city initiatives, and refining urban management. This paper integrates the
goals of Chinese-style modernization with the practice of modernizing megacity governance, proposing a
pathway for China's megacity governance modernization: leveraging new productive forces to drive high-
quality economic development in megacities, digitally empowering the formation of intelligent urban
management systems, expanding safety pathways through resilient cities, and refining governance models
with differentiated measures for megacity management.

[Key words] Megacity; Urban Governance; Modernization of Governance
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