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Urban Evolution Cultural Nourishment
and Value Reconfiguration from the Perspective of Civilization Tracing:

A Case Study of Yangtze River Culture and Wuhan

Wang Guangyan
( Institute of Philosophy ~Wuhan Academy of Social Sciences Wuhan 430019  China)

Abstract: Cities are important carriers of civilization and culture is the foundation of civilizational development.
From the perspective of civilization tracing urban evolution cultural nourishment and value reconfiguration
constitute the core logic of the inheritance and development of urban civilization. Taking Wuhan as a case study

this paper systematically sorts out its entire historical process: from the embryonic urban at the Zhangxiwan and the
urban roots at the Panlongcheng to the emergence of the central urban area with the Queyuecheng and
Xiakoucheng the prosperity of industry and commerce during the period when it served as a prefectural capital —and
finally its modern transformation toward openness and development in the modern and contemporary eras. This reveals
Wuhan's unique value as a city that has fully witnessed the four-stage evolution of China’s urban morphology. On this
basis the paper further analyzes the multi-dimensional nourishment that the Yangtze River culture has bestowed
upon Wuhan: it has not only sustained the inheritance of its millennia-old cultural context and endowed it with an
urban spirit of daring to be the first and striving for excellence but also fostered an inclusive and open mindset

embodyed the core of development characterized by the mutual prosperity of the city and the river. Finally drawing
on the achievements of civilization tracing and Wuhan's cultural resource endowments the paper proposes specific
pathways for reshaping Wuhan’s urban value from five dimensions: civilization tracing research systematic
protection  project implementation innovative development and the integration of culture and tourism. These
recommendations aim to provide a reference for the inheritance and development of Yangtze River culture and for the
construction of cities in the context of Chinese-style modernization.

Keywords: Yangize River Culture; Civilization Tracing; Wuhan; Urban Evolution; Cultural Nourishment;

Value Reconfiguration



